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March 22, 2017

Re:  State Budget — workers’ compensation reform

Dear Legislator:

We strongly support the Senate Budget Resolution calling for significant workers’ compensation reform. 
High workers’ compensation costs have created a significant hardship for public and private employers 
alike. We applaud the Senate’s commitment to achieving cost-cutting workers’ compensation reform as 
part of the new state budget. We now urge the Governor and Assembly to help ensure that comprehensive 
workers’ compensation reform is included in the final budget agreement. 

This past year alone, the basis for workers’ compensation costs increased more than nine percent, and in 
some cases premiums increased by almost 40 percent. This continues nearly a decade of increases that 
businesses have endured following the 2007 reforms. New York’s compensation rates are now the third 
highest in the nation. The growing cost of workers’ compensation coverage is one of the biggest business 
and competitiveness concerns facing New York’s job creators. These immense costs impact all New York 
employers, including for-profits, non-profits, schools, municipalities and state government. 

Our state’s workers’ compensation system is in crisis. With a total cost of $10 billion per year, more than 
10 percent of which is incurred by state and local governments, the time for reform is now. That is why we 
the undersigned, which includes dozens of organizations and businesses who together employ millions of 
New Yorkers, have joined together in calling on the Governor and the Assembly to take a leadership role 
in pushing for substantive and commonsense workers’ compensation reforms that will reduce employers’ 
costs while continuing to protect injured workers. 

The Senate’s decisive budget resolution on workers’ compensation reform shows that the voices of 
thousands of employers across New York State are being heard; we urge you to hear them too. We look 
forward to continuing discussions with the Senate, the Assembly, the Governor and other stakeholders as 
we move toward meaningful workers’ compensation reform this year. 
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500 Helendale Associates, LLC  •  A. Cappione, Inc.  •  A.J. Missert, Inc., Ogdensburg

A.J. Missert, Inc., Watertown  •  A.L. George  •  AAA Western and Central New York

Abbott, Frenyea & Russell, PC  •  Action for a Better Community  •  Acura of Rochester

Adirondack Helping Hands  •  Advanced Automation Technologies  •  Advanced Interconnect Manufacturing, Inc.

Advocacy & Resource Center  •  Allen Bailey Tag & Label  •  Amherst Chamber of Commerce

Anheuser-Busch Dist of New York, Inc.  •  Arthur R. Gren Co., Inc.  •  Asgaard Farm

Associated Builders & Contractors Empire State  •  Associated Building Contractors of the Triple Cities, Inc.

Associated General Contractors of New York State LLC  •  Association of Towns of the State of New York 

Auction Direct  •  Baker Commodities Inc.  •  Barry Norton Insurance  •  Biomaxx, Inc.  •  Boening Bros., Inc.

Bombardier Transportation  •  Bonduelle USA  •  Bristol ID Technologies  •  Brockport Auxiliary Service Corporation

Buffalo Niagara Partnership  •  Camso  •  Capital Region Chamber of Commerce

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Rochester  •  Catholic Family Center  •  Century Benefits, Inc.

Certo Brothers Distributing  •  Chamber of Southern Saratoga County  •  Champlain Telephone

Chemung County Chamber of Commerce  •  Cimetra  •  Cinton Essex Franklin Libraries System  •  CITEC

Clare Rose  •  CMIT Solutions of Monroe  •  Columbian Financial Group  •  Construction Exchange of Buffalo & WNY

Corning Area Chamber of Commerce  •  Cortland County Chamber of Commerce

Craft Beer Guild Distributing of NY  •  Crowley Fabricating & Machining Co., Inc  •  Custom Courier Solutions

D. Bertoline & Sons  •  Dana Distributors  •  DeCarolis Truck Rental Inc.  •  DeCrescente Distributing Company

Deer River  •  Delta Engineers, Architects and Land Surveyors, LLC  •  Dematic-Retrotech

DOCS Facilities Solutions  •  Dr. Stephen Hausrath  •  Dream Catcher Real Estate & Properties

Dutchess Beer Distributors  •  Dutchess County Regional Chamber of Commerce  •  Eagle Beverage Company

East Avenue Inn & Suites  •  Eastern Contractors Association  •  Eck Plastic Arts  •  EFPR Group, LLP

Empire State Forest Products Association  •  Empire State Restaurant and Tavern Association

ESL Federal Credit Union  •  ETS  •  Feehan Financial Services  •  Ferro Corporation

FG Rayburn Mason Contractors, Inc.  •  Finger Lakes Instrumentation  •  Flower City Development

Flower City Management  •  Forward Business Solutions  •  Fujitsu  •  Fulton Montgomery County Chamber

G.W. Lisk  •  Galley Restaurant  •  Gallina Development  •  Gasko & Meyer, Inc.

General Contractors Association of New York  •  Genesee Commercial Real Estate

Genesee Country Village & Museum  •  Genesee County Chamber of Commerce  •  Genesee Office Interiors, Inc.

Gnerations Child & Elder Care  •  Goforth Electric  •  Graymont  •  Greater Binghamton Chamber of Commerce

Greater Rochester Chamber of Commerce  •  Greater Rochester Enterprise  •  Greater Rochester SCORE

Hahn Automotive  •  Healthwear Rental  •  Henderson Ford  •  High Peaks Distributing LLC

Hillside Family of Agencies  •  Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber of Commerce  •  IDI Billing Solutions

Information Packaging  •  Isaac Heating and Air Conditioning  •  Jeffords Steel  •  Jellystone Paradise Pines

John G. Ryan, Inc.  •  Key Insurance & Benefits Services  •  Key Logistics  •  Klein Steel Service Inc.

LaBella Associates, D.P.C.  •  Lake Beverage Corporation  •  Lake Beverage Corporation

Landmark Group of Brighton, Inc.  •  LaserMax Inc.  •  Level Five Associates  •  Long Island Association

Manhattan Beer Distributors  •  Manufacturers Alliance of New York State  •  MAPCO Auto Parks Ltd.

Mason Marketing  •  Matco Electric Co.  •  Maynard HR Consulting, Inc.  •  McAlpin Industries, Inc.

McCadam Distributing, Inc.  •  McCraith Beverages, Inc.  •  Messner Flooring  •  Mirabito Energy Products

Mirror Show Management  •  Monaghan Medical Corp.  •  Monroe County School Board Association 

Murnane Building Contractors  •  Naked Turtle  •  National Federation of Independent Business of New York 

National Pipe & Plastic  •  New York Association of Convenience Stores  •  New York Council of Nonprofits

New York Farm Bureau  •  New York State Association of Health Care Providers, Inc.

New York State Association of School Business Officials  •  New York State Beer Wholesalers Association
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New York State Builders Association  •  New York State Conference of Mayors

New York State Economic Development Council  •  New York State Hospitality & Tourism Association

New York State Vegetable Growers Association  •  Newspaper Publishers LLC  •  Niagara USA Chamber

Nichols Construction Team  •  North Country Chamber of Commerce  •  North Country Creamery

Northeast Agribusiness and Feed Alliance  •  Northeast Dairy Foods Association, Inc.  •  Northeast Group

Northeastern Retail Lumber Association  •  Northern Culinary  •  Northern Eagle Beverages, Inc.

Northern New York Builders Exchange  •  Norwich Beverage Corp.  •  Nu-Flow Services of Upstate New York

Oak Beverage, Inc.  •  Oak Orchard Health  •  O-AT-KA Milk Products  •  O'Connell Electric Company

Olive Ridley’s  •  Onondaga Beverage, A Division of A.L. George LLC  •  Orange County Chamber of Commerce

Orleans County Chamber of Commerce  •  OXBO  •  Parlec, Inc.  •  Paychex  •  People Inc.  •  People Ready

Personal Touch Food Service, Inc.  •  Pine Ridge Campground  •  PKG Equipment Inc.  •  Plattco

Plattsburgh Dist. Co., Inc.  •  Powertex  •  Primelink  •  Ravi Engineering & Land Surveying, P.C.

Regional Distributors, Inc.  •  Rene’s Repair  •  Rimkus, Marciano & Associates, Inc.

Roberts Wesleyan College  •  Rocco J. Testani, Inc.  •  Rochester Automobile Dealers Association

Rochester Clinical Research, Inc.  •  Rochester Home Builders' Association  •  Rochester Midland Corporation

Rochester Technology and Manufacturing Association  •  Rockland Business Association 

Rome Area Chamber of Commerce  •  Rynne, Murphy & Associates, Inc.  •  Samson Fuel  •  San Group, Inc.

Sanzo Beverage Co., Inc.  •  Saratoga Eagle Sales & Service  •  Schuler Haas Electric Corp.  •  Seabreeze

Sendoutcards  •  Seneca Beverage Corp.  •  Seneca County Chamber of Commerce  •  Sentry Alarms

Shady Oaks RV Park  •  Skyline North  •  Southern Tier Builders Association  •  Southern Tier Insulations

Spencer ARL  •  St. John's Health Care Corporation  •  Studley Printing  •  Summit Federal Credit Union

Sunnking, Inc.  •  Sunstream Corporation  •  Superior Plus Energy Services  •  SWBR Architects

T.J. Sheehan Distributing  •  Taylor Garbage Service Inc  •  The Anderson - DuBose Company

The Business Council of New York State, Inc.  •  The Business Council of Westchester

The Dorschel Automotive Group  •  The Food Industry Alliance of New York State, Inc.

The Manufacturers Association of Central New York  •  The New York State Self-Insurance Association

The Otsego County Chamber of Commerce  •  The Partners Insurance & Financial Services

The Pike Companies  •  The Rochester Pedal Tour's Team  •  Tiffany Transporation Services Ltd.

Tioga County Chamber of Commerce  •  Tom Ellis Refrigeration  •  Tomkins County Chamber of Commerce

Trans Border Global Freight  •  Trident Precision Manufacturing, Inc.  •  Trinity Assistance Corporation

Triple Cities Pipe Cleaning  •  Tri-Valley Beverage  •  Trucking Association of New York  •  Truform Manufacturing

Try-It Distributing Co., Inc.  •  Turnkey Operations LLC  •  Ulster County Regional Chamber of Commerce  

Union Beer Distributors  •  United Methodist Homes  •  Unshackle Upstate  •  Varins Market  •  Vestal Asphalt Inc.  

Vienna & Armstrong Senior Living Communities  •  Villa of Hope  •  Ward Lumber  •  Weathermaster Roofing Co. Inc.  

Web Seal Inc.  •  Webster Properties  •  Wegmans  •  Westaff  •  Westport Marina  •  White Haven Memorial Park 

Wilkins RV  •  William H. Miner Institute  •  Wright Beverage Distributing  •  Wright Beverage Distributing

Wyoming County Chamber of Commerce  •  YMCA of Greater Rochester  •  Zotos International, Inc.  •  Zweigle's Inc.
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