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Kenneth Adams is the Dean of Workforce and Economic Development at Bronx Community 
College/CUNY.  Kenneth oversees Workforce Development and Continuing Education, the Office of 
Career Development, the Center for Sustainable Energy and Community and Economic Development. 
 
Prior to joining CUNY, Kenneth was Acting Commissioner of the New York State Department of Taxation 
and Finance.  From 2011 until 2015, he served as President and CEO of the Empire State Development 
Corporation (ESDC) and Commissioner of the NYS Department of Economic Development. 
Before joining state government, Kenneth led The Business Council of New York State, the Brooklyn 
Chamber of Commerce and the MetroTech Area Business Improvement District.  He was the founding 
Executive Director of New York Cares.   
 
Kenneth currently serves as Chairman of the Boards of Directors of New York State’s affordable housing 
agencies, including the Housing Finance Agency, the Housing Trust Fund Corporation and SONYMA.  He 
is also a director of the NYC Employment and Training Coalition and of the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation.  Kenneth has served on the boards of numerous nonprofit organizations, 
government agencies and public authorities, and on multiple government commissions, councils and 
advisory groups on behalf of four governors and two mayors.  Kenneth has MA and BA degrees from 
Middlebury College. 
 


